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SEARCH PLAN
LITERATURE REVIEW
Look for information on your topic. Make your research question as precise as possible and narrow it down by, for example, location and language.
 (
WRITE DOWN YOUR RESEARCH QUESTION
)WRITE DOWN YOUR RESEARCH QUESTION


What exactly do you want to investigate? State the question as clearly as possible.








 (
STEP 1
)STEP 1


Break your research question down into search terms
See Finding information (How to search: Search terms)









 (
STEP 2
)STEP 2


Make a list of relevant search terms
Use synonyms, translations, broader or narrower terms, and so on. Note the terms in the table below.
See Finding information (How to search: Search terms)
	
	Search term 1
	Search term 2
	Search term 3
	Search term 4

	Synonyms
	
	
	
	

	Broader,
narrower terms
	
	
	
	

	Subject terms
	
	
	
	

	Translations
	
	
	
	

	Abbreviations
	
	
	
	



 (
STEP 3
)STEP 3


Combine the search terms or formulate a prompt.
See Finding information (How to search: Search techniques)









 (
STEP 4
)STEP 4


Search for information. Decide in advance where you want to search.
See Finding information (Where to search?)
1. Traditional searching
	
	Date
	Database
	Search terms /
search string
	Filters
	Hits
	Selected
sources
	Comment

	Example
	3 May 2026
	PubMed
	("artificial intelligence"[MeSH] OR "AI") AND ("workload"[MeSH] OR "burnout") AND ("nurses"[MeSH] OR "nursing")
	5 years, English,
Full text,
Peer-reviewed
	145
	Smith et al. (2024), Johnson & Lee (2023)
	Many general results on AI in healthcare; search string aimed specifically at nurses and workload

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



2. Searching with AI
	
	Date
	AI tool
	Purpose
	Prompt
used
	Hits
	Result
	Use in
research

	Example
	31 Aug 2026
	Perplexity AI
	Search and find
	Which recent (2022-2026) peer-reviewed articles examine the effect of AI administrative tools on the workload of hospital nurses? Provide sources with DOI.
	5
	Concise overview of 5 recent studies with direct links, including a review study on voice-driven AI.
	Used to quickly identify key articles and to define the scope of the introduction of the literature review.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	




 (
STEP 5
)STEP 5


Save useful sources using the fields below; these correspond to the APA guidelines.
For a book in print or online, note:
	Author
	

	Title
	

	Year of publication
	

	Publisher
	

	Online: date accessed and URL
	



For a journal in print or online, note:
	Author
	

	Article title
	

	Year of publication of the article
	

	Journal title
	

	Volume
	

	Issue
	

	First page, last page
of the article
	

	Online: date accessed and
URL or DOI
	




For a website, note:
	Author
	

	Year and date of publication
	

	Title of the web page
	

	Website name
	

	Date accessed
	

	URL of the web page
	



 (
STEP 6
)STEP 6


Evaluate the sources you found
Apply the CRAAP test to books, journal articles and web pages.
(See Evaluating and selecting information).
 (
STEP 7
)STEP 7


Process the sources
Create in-text citations for the sources you use and compile the reference list.
(See Processing information).
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